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SUBJ: ELECTIONS AND PARLIAMENT POR YEMEN 

1. TWO RELIABLE SOURCES - AHMAD ABDU SAID AND ABDALLAH 
AL-ASNAJ - HAVE TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT QUESTION OP NEW PARLIA- 
MENT POR YEMEN IS AGAIN UNDER CONSIDERATION. 

2. AX-ASNAJ, HOWEVER, SAYS THAT THIS WILL PVXBABLY BE 
NOMINATED ASSEMBLY.G NONLLECTED AND NEITHER AL-ASNAJ NOR 
SAID THINKS NEW BODY WILL OR SHOULD HAVE ANY POWER. 

3. EMBASSY HAS SEPARATE REPORT THAT AL-HAMDI HIMSELF HAS 
PROMISED TO HOLD ELECTIONS WITHWP THREE TO PIVEH ONTHYT 

4. COMMENT: ELECTIONS AND PARLIAMENT ARE NAGGING ISSUE 
HERE. ON ONE HAND YEMENIS THINK OP THEMSELVES AS DEMOCRATIC 
PEOPLE, AND MANY HAVE CRITICIZED THE INCREASING POWER 
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IN YEMEN IS REALLY ARAB INDIVIDUALISM AND TRIBAL RIGHTS 
OF CONSULTATION AND AUTONOMY. WESTERN INSTITUTIONS LIKE 
PARLIAMENT HAVE NO ROOTS OR GREAT UNDERSTANDING HERE. 

5. AL-HAMDI'S CAUTION ABOUT MOVING AHEAD ON ELECTIONS 
PROBABLY STEMS IN PART FROM HIS PERSONAL UNWILLINGNESS TO 
ACCEPT A COUNTERWEIGHT TO HIS OWN POWER, BUT AT ANOTHER 
LEVEL HE WORIES THAT A PARLIAMENT WILL REFLECT THE 
DIVISIONS WITHIN YEMEN CONCERNING THE RE-ORIENTATION OF 
YEMEN AWAY FROM SOVIETS TOWARD SAUDIS AND WEST, AWAY 
FROM TRADITIONAL AND TRIBAL ELEMENTS AND TOWARD CENTRAL 
GOVERNMENT AND DEVELOPMENT. 

6. AL-HAMDI BELIEVES THAT 

A PARLIAMENT WHICH ALLOWED LEETISTS AND RIGHTISTS TO 
CRITICIZE OR BLOCK THIS RE-ORIENTATION IS INEVITABLE AT 
THIS POINT, AND A NEW BODY SHOULD NOT BE ELECTED UNTIL 
THE BENEFITS OF AL-HAMDI'S MOVES ARE MORE APPARENT AND 
A NEW CONSENSUS EXISTS. GTHAT WILL TAKE A WHILE. IN 
MEANTIME, TO GIVE HIS REGIME NEW LEGAL TRAPPINGS AND 
FURTHER EVIDENCE OF POPULAR SUPPORT, AL-HAMDI MAY APPOINT 
OR HOLD ELECTIONS FOR A STRICTLY CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY 
UNDER HIS COMPLETE CONTROL. END COMMENT. 
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